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am honored to have known him. It is
an honor to serve him in the U.S. Sen-
ate.e

———
TRIBUTE TO ERIC KINGSLEY

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Eric Kingsley as he leaves his posi-
tion as Executive Director of the New
Hampshire Timberland Owners AsSso-
ciation, NHTOA.

Eric’s five year tenure at NHTOA has
been marked by progress and success.
The organization’s programs and serv-
ices have grown to meet the needs and
concerns of its members, and have es-
tablished a strong, stable foundation
for the association’s future.

Through the years, I have grown to
value Eric’s input on the many issues
that significantly impact New Hamp-
shire’s timberlands. Eric has done an
outstanding job of keeping me, and
other policy makers, informed on the
issues and has been a true leader in
making sure the voice of NHTOA was
heard throughout the country.

Of all of Eric’s achievements at
NHTOA, perhaps his most important
success came this past spring. Eric
helped lead the charge to defeat the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
ill-considered proposal to treat some
forestry activities as ‘‘point source pol-
lution” under the Clean Water Act.
These rules, known as Total Maximum
Daily Loads—TMDL—would have re-
quired landowners, foresters, and
homeowners to obtain federal permits
before conducting a timber harvest and
could have exposed them to lengthy bu-
reaucratic delays and costly citizen
lawsuits.

This past May, I held a field hearing
in Whitefield, New Hampshire, on the
TMDL issue, and not only did Eric suc-
cessfully testify, but he organized hun-
dreds of foresters to ensure their mes-
sage was heard loud and clear in Wash-
ington. Thanks in large part to Eric’s
leadership on this issue, the EPA with-
drew the section of the TMDL rules
that adversely affected forestry.

My staff and I have also worked
closely with Eric on issues of impor-
tance to the White Mountain National
Forest. When the President issued his
“‘roadless” initiative stripping the peo-
ple of New Hampshire and New England
with the opportunity to have a voice in
the management of their public lands,
Eric was there to ensure we took this
measure to task. This time we were not
successful, but we were very close to
creating an exemption for the White
Mountain National Forest from this
heavy-handed proposal.

Eric also rose to the occasion in the
face of destruction from Mother Na-
ture’s wrath. The Ice Storm in January
1998 brought unprecedented challenges
to New Hampshire’s forest lands. Hun-
dreds of thousands of acres were sig-
nificantly damaged. Eric worked close-
ly with me and my colleagues to help
us turn this tragedy into an oppor-
tunity. Today, not only has the federal
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government provided resources to help
recover from the storm, but we have a
record number of acres under forest
stewardship plans.

My staff and I have worked with Eric
on a wide variety of other issues during
his time at NHTOA, and have always
been impressed with his dedication and
the depth of knowledge he displayed on
issues ranging from estate tax reform
to rural economic development. He has
always been an effective and honest ad-
vocate for the causes he holds close to
his heart, and I know he will be greatly
missed by me and NHTOA’s 1,500 mem-
bers.

I wish Eric well in all his future en-
deavors, and am confident he will suc-
ceed in whatever pursuits he chooses.
It is an honor to represent him in the
U.S. Senate.®

———
TRIBUTE TO BARBARA BEDFORD

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Barbara Bedford of Etna, New
Hampshire, on her fine performance at
the Sydney Olympic Games. Her hard
work, dedication and perseverance in
making her Olympic dream a reality
are an example for us all, and the peo-
ple of New Hampshire are so very proud
of her excellent performance.

Barbara, along with Jenny Thomp-
son, was part of the gold-medal win-
ning 4x100 medley relay that shattered
the world record. It was so great to see
Barbara fly through the water during
the backstroke leg of the relay with
her extremely patriotic red, white and
blue-dyed hair. Her Olympic moment
was years in the making, as she finally
made her first Olympic team at the age
of 27 after disappointments at the 1988,
1992 and 1996 Olympic Trials. After
those heartbreaking defeats, Barbara
could have easily given up her dream of
making an Olympic team. However,
with the help of her family and coach,
Barbara did not retreat. Instead, she
worked tirelessly toward her dream
and was rewarded at this year’s Olym-
pic trials, where she placed first in the
50-meter backstroke. Barbara was able
to keep her focus squarely on making
the team this year and reach her goal,
and this is an inspiration to all of us
and proves once again that if we work
hard, we can do just about anything.
Her positive attitude and passion for
her sport is so refreshing in an age
when far too many athletes seem more
interested in endorsements than their
sport.

Once again, I want to congratulate
Barbara on her accomplishments, and I
wish her all the best in her future en-
deavors. It is an honor to represent her
in the U.S. Senate.®

———
TRIBUTE TO JENNY THOMPSON

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to congratulate
Jenny Thompson of Dover, New Hamp-
shire on her magnificent performance
in the Sydney Olympic games. Her
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hard work and dedication through
three Olympics is an example for all of
us, and the people of New Hampshire
are extremely proud of her success.

Jenny has done so much throughout
her career to make the people of Dover
and New Hampshire proud during her
distinguished career. Whether it was
breaking records at Stanford Univer-
sity or winning numerous competi-
tions, Jenny has set the standard for
women’s swimming in the TUnited
States over the past decade. Jenny’s
Olympic teammates often cite her
achievements as their inspiration for
striving for excellence in the pool.

During the Sydney games, American
swimmers brought home an impressive
33 of a possible 96 swimming medals,
more than any other nation, and Jenny
played a key role in that amazing suc-
cess. She anchored two gold medal-win-
ning relays and brought home her first
individual Olympic medal, a bronze in
the 100-meter freestyle. These blis-
tering performances brought Jenny’s
individual Olympic medal count to
nine, breaking Bonnie Blair’s record
for Olympic medals won by an Amer-
ican woman. Jenny performed beau-
tifully under amazing pressure and
against tough competition, and she
will always be a champion in the eyes
of the people of New Hampshire.

As Jenny ends her Olympic swim-
ming career, I wish her all the best as
she heads to medical school. I am con-
fident her amazing work ethic and
dedication to excellence will serve her
well in her career in medicine and any
other endeavor she pursues. It is truly
an honor to represent Jenny in the U.S.
Senate.®

TRIBUTE TO KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS OF MERRIMACK

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to the Knights of Columbus Number
6725 of Merrimack, New Hampshire as
they gather to celebrate their 25th an-
niversary. This is a milestone of which
they and the community of Merrimack
should be extremely proud.

Throughout its quarter-century of
existence, the Knights of Columbus has
been a major presence in the Greater
Merrimack Area. They have donated
their time and energy to making their
entire community a Dbetter place
through public service. Whether it is
manning a soup Kkitchen in Nashua,
making annual donations to the New
Hampshire Kidney Fund or recognizing
Families of the Year, K of C 6725 has
shown their dedication to their core
values of family, Church, council, and
community.

Furthermore, the K of C 6725 has
worked to help those who do not have
a voice, including the needy, the handi-
capped, and the unborn. They have do-
nated countless items of clothing to
people in need, worked tirelessly to
help WMUR-TV with its annual presen-
tation of the Jerry Lewis Telethon and
purchased and maintained concession
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